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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE. 


Hairisburg,  Pa.,  July  1,  1902. 

The  folloNYing  Bulletin  No.  95,  giving  a  list  of  the  fair  associations 
in  rennsylvania  with  the  dates  of  their  fall  exhibitions  and  list  of 
membership,  amount  offered  in  premiums,  etc.,  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Deputy  Secretary  for  the  information  of  the  public  who  are 
interested  in  this  feature  of  agricultural  work  in  Pennsylyania. 

The  report  shows  that  the  condition  of  these  associations  is  about 
the  some  as  that  reported  for  the  year  1900,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
a  oreat  stimulus  will  be  given  to  these  organizations  until  our  btate 
Fair  Association  escapes  from  its  financial  difdculties,  and  turns  its 
attention  to  the  deyelopment  of  these  local  institutions. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  offered  some  suggestions  last  year 
which  seemed  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  greater  usefulness  of  these 
county  societies— the  improvement  of  the  country  schools,  the  un- 
provement  of  the  country  roads,  and  the  encouraging  of  better  home 
surroundings  in  our  farming  communities.  These  are  all  subjects 
of  the  highest  importance  and  are  worthy  of  the  serious  attention 
and  effort  of  the  members  of  these  organizations.  Work  in  these 
directions  would  not  interfere  with  the  usual  practice  of  the  county 
societies;  premiums  can  be  offered  as  heretofore  and  inducements 
presented  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  lines  of  work  herein 
indicated  would  be  supplemental  to  those  heretofore  practiced  by 
these  organizations  and  would  give  occupation  of  a  most  beneficial 
character  to  the  boards  of  directors  and  members  of  the  societies 
during  the  entire  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  several  boards  will 
take  n]>  these  sug^-estions  and  consider  whether  they  are  not  in  posi- 
tion to  undertake  the  carrying  out  of  at  least  one  or  two  of  them  dur- 


ing the  coming  year. 


-JOHN  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Hairisbiu  g.  Pa.,  July  1, 1902. 
Hon.  .Jolm  Hamilton.  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  liouor  to  present  lierewiTli.  list  of  agricultural 
fairs  and  exhibitions  to  be  held  during  the  fall  of  191)2. 

This  bulletin  embraces  full  number  of  fairs  for  which  reports  have 
been  received  from  their  secretaries,  up  to  July  1.  11)02,  and  shows  a 
marked  advancement  and  improvement  in  the  management  of  county 
fairs  in  Pennsylvania;  especially  is  this  evident  in  the  character  of 
exhibits  of  live  stock,  cereals,  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  enhanced 
prions  for  their  products  has  stimulated  the  farmers  to  secure  greater 
degree  of  excellence  in  the  different  classes  of  exhibite. 

AVo  also  note  the  employment  of  expert  judges  to  pass  upon  the 
merits  of  competitive  exhibits,  which  is  becoming  almost  the  uni- 
versal practice.  In  order  to  further  improve  this  method,  we  recom- 
mend that  fair  associations  not  only  procure  expert  judges  but  that 
tl;ese  judges  be  required  to  give  a  public  address  setting  forth  their 
reasons  for  awarding  i>remiums.  By  so  doing,  competitors  will  be 
enabled  to  realize  more  fully  the  justice  of  the  decision,  as  well  as  to 
understand  what  are  the  demands  for  a  more  perfect  product  in  the 
various  lines.  Such  information,  if  published  and  circulated,  would 
be  of  great  public  interest,  and  assist  in  raising  the  standard  of  pro- 
duct in  every  line  of  exhibit. 

This  bulletin  further  shows  the  attendance  at  last  year's  fairs  to 
have  been  1.021.2.50;  number  of  one-half  mile  race  tracks,  .50;  one- 
third  mile.  9;  president  and  secretary  of  the  societies,  with  their  ad- 
dresses; membership,  9,023;  membership  fees.  .$2,297.10;  amount  paid 
in  premiums  last  year  |113,317.9.3;  amount  oft'ered  this  year,  §132,- 
682.00;  also  dates,  places,  etc. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  MARTIN, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture^ 
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